
Teacher Bios and Course Descriptions 2023-2024

Primary Science, Zoology and Botany, K-2: Molly Francisco
Molly Francisco comes by her expertise and passion for education very naturally. She grew up attending Kolbe
Academy, a private Catholic school her parents helped start, and in which they both taught and were school
administrators for 20 years with heroic dedication. Her family was also very active in the Pro-life movement, and these
principles combined to root in her the strong determination to guard and serve the needs of children, who all deserve a
wholesome and holistic childhood.  After graduating from Franciscan University of Steubenville with a BA in History,
she pursued her teaching career by being certified according to the Montessori method of education, and also
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Molly worked in several  Montessori schools in California before returning to teach
at Kolbe, and after her marriage she continued by homeschooling her children and assisting in several homeschooling
programs. Molly enjoys her free time, hiking, gardening, and creating art.

Primary Science, Zoology and Botany:
In the Fall this class will study the animal life of vertebrates and invertebrates. It will include story time,
sampling stories from; Classical children’s literature that have to do with animals. In the spring; we plant life,
especially the habitat we live in while also incorporating classical children’s stories.

Primary Music, K-2:   Helen Freer Thompson
I come from a family of professional musicians and educators - so although I have no formal training in music
education, I have many years of experience both learning and teaching musicianship. I began leading a music readiness
class for young children about 8 years ago under the direction of my Mom who is a certified classroom and Kodaly
instructor as well as a wonderful musician. Since then I have fit in some form of music class most years between
growing and homeschooling my own children. I'm excited to offer this experience for your children this coming year.

Primary Music:
The Kodály approach to teaching music asserts that musical concepts, creativity, and collaboration are best
taught in group music lessons, particularly for young children. According to the method, music teachers
should emphasize musical material that is connected to their students' culture and heritage. We will be using
familiar nursery rhymes and songs from the English tradition that can be used in many ways. Through
musical “play” with structured games using basic instruments and voices we will cover
the basics of beat, rhythm, melody and harmony, and encourage each child to find their voice! Each class will
be broken into 4 sections

Musical flow - seamlessly move through 10-15 songs/rhymes/games.
Listening/identifying instruments with an art/music pairing
Working on making a set of rhythm sticks
Learning new  folk dances and Faith based songs "rounds" each month



Primary, Elementary, Middle and Secondary Art: Julie Schulte
I will be teaching primary, elementary, and secondary art for the second year of Campion Hall. I head up Sacred Heart
Artists Guild, a mobile art studio committed to teaching traditional and classical methods of the visual arts to ages 5
and up in Northwest Houston and Montgomery County. As an artist, I create sacred art in ceramics, painting,
printmaking, and collage. I have been teaching art classes (ages 4-18) in public and private communities since 1997.

Primary Art Kindergarten-2nd grade
Students of the primary art course will gain exploratory exposure to the tenets of art education through a
traditional Catholic perspective using the liturgical calendar and Catholic art history as a backbone.
Students will work 3-4 weeks on the following units:
- Composition and design (structuring an image for purposeful content and meaning)
- 3 forms of drawing-observational, memory, and imaginative techniques
- Color theory and color drawing exploration
- Spatial design (pre-perspective skill building)
- Color theory and painting (water-based media: tempera,(acrylic tba), and watercolor)
- Exploratory forms of printmaking and narration
- Ceramics – Handbuilding with pinching relief, and glazing
- Additive sculpture: Paper engineering/molding/relief
- Fiber arts - Early sewing/textile design
Materials Fee: $155

Elementary Art 3rd-5th grade:
Students of the elementary art course will gain an enhanced exposure to the tenets of art education through a
traditional Catholic perspective using the liturgical calendar and Catholic art history as a backbone.
Students will work 3-4 weeks on the following units:
- Composition and design (structuring an image for purposeful content and meaning)
- 3 forms of drawing-observational, memory, and imaginative techniques
- Color theory and color drawing-color wheel mixing and assimilation to picture structure/ value
perception (different colored media instruction/exploration)

- Exploratory forms of printmaking and narration (linocut/monoprinting)
- Ceramics-Handbuilding with pinching, coiling, relief, and glazing
- Additive sculpture – Foil and paper armature, figurative sculpture and molding, basketry
Materials Fee: $155

Middle and Secondary Art 6th-12th grade:
Students of the secondary art course will gain an increasingly technical and expressive exposure to the tenets
of art education through a traditional Catholic perspective using the liturgical calendar and Catholic art
history as a backbone. They will be expected to make up work missed when absent.
Students will work 3-4 weeks on the following units:
- Compositional structure – the elements and principles (structuring an expressive image for purposeful
content and meaning), motifs and symbols, using research to design with purpose
- Life drawing – observational, memory, and imaginative techniques:  Contour, blind contour, value, texture,
mixed media
- Color theory and color drawing – Color wheel oriented / art and science /form, direction of light, texture,
mood, figurative / portrait studies in prismacolor
- Linear perspective – 1 and 2-point perspective (3-advanced)
- Painting-depending on the skills gathered in first semester, students will continue to learn how to build a
painting using grisaille method in acrylic (advanced may have option to work in water based oil with
portfolio demonstrating experience)
- Ceramics – Handbuilding with pinching, coiling, slab, relief, figurative work and glazing
- Printmaking and narration – Linocut printmaking
- Additive and subtractive sculpture – Styrofoam and plaster studies
Materials Fee: $155



Sacred Choral Music, Elementary 3rd-5th grade, Ginny Cunningham
Ginny Cunningham:  While homeschooling her 3 children, Ginny Cunningham operates Maris Stella Performing Arts,
part of a small initiative to encourage truth, goodness and beauty in the performing arts. Growing up in northeastern
Ohio, Mrs. Cunningham spent her adolescence singing with the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Chorus and dancing with
the Dee Hillier Dance Company. She graduated with a BFA in Musical Theatre from Millikin University in Decatur, IL
in 2000. From 2000-2010 Mrs. Cunningham performed in over 15 inaugural productions with Holland America Line,
spent 5 years as a resident singer/dancer at the American Music Theatre in Lancaster, PA and guest starred in a number
of musical revues at The Charleston Music Hall in Charleston, SC. During her first 7 years in Texas, she had the
pleasure of serving as cantor at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church and directed the St Anthony’s Family Choir.

Sacred Music:
These young students will learn the basics of note reading and will begin to sing with good vocal habits and
skills. They will also focus on repertoire and performance standards in the second semester, while continuing
to practice musical literacy. The texts will be Sacred Choral Music and High Praise: A Book of Anthems for
Upper-Voice Choirs

Supplies:
High Praise: A Book of Anthems for Upper-Voice Choirs - purchase from Ginny Cunningham for $20.
Each child is encouraged to bring a water bottle to class.

World Geography and Science,  Elementary 3rd-5th : Marissa Kaercher
My name is Marissa Kaercher, and I’m excited to be teaching K-2 Science & Movement this semester! I have a
Bachelor’s degree in History & Secondary Education from John Carroll University. My husband, Gordon, and I are
from Pittsburgh, PA but have lived in the Woodlands for 8 years. I’m currently a stay at home mom to our 3 children,
aged 7, 5 & 2. I look forward to learning alongside your children and helping them grow in knowledge and faith!

World Geography 3rd-5th:
Students will journey around the globe as they study our world through the lens of geography. They will
learn the basics of geography while exploring how geography affects the cultures, climates and people of our
world.

Elementary Science 3rd-5th:
Students will dive deeper into life, earth and physical sciences. The students will learn how to conduct
experiments and how to use basic scientific and mathematical tools in the process. They will learn how to
record data and present different research projects



Latin & Math Tutorial: 6th-12th grade: Jessica Lambert
This 1.5 hour course will be broken up into two parts. The first 45 minutes, Mrs. Lambert will be teaching an
introductory Latin course. The second half she will be leading a math tutorial session. Students will have the
option of taking one or both parts. If they choose to only take one part, they may participate in the supervised
study hall in the other half of the class. See 3 class options below.

Latin:
Hello Latin Parents, My name is Jess Lambert and I am going to be the Latin teacher  this year. My husband, Keaton,
and I have 6 children ages 10 to 1 and we’ve been homeschooling for 6 years. We spent five years involved in a
homeschool hybrid, during which time I taught Memoria Press’s First Form Latin and Henle Latin 1. In our first level
class this year we will be using the Memoria Press First Form Latin text. I have found this to be clear and concise while
suitably covering all of the basics of an introductory course. Even if your students have had some exposure to Latin
vocabulary, this course will push them beyond that and you can expect them to be translating three to four word Latin
sentences by the end of the year.  I hope to cover 2 lessons each class and there will be assignments to complete
throughout the week at home. Below is a link to the First Form Latin page on Memoria Press’s website. You will need
the workbook, student text, and teacher key for our course. I also highly recommend buying the flash cards so
students don’t have to write them out on their own. Please feel free to email me with any questions! My email is
jessicalambert128@gmail.com
https://www.memoriapress.com/curriculum/latin/first-form-latin/
Sincerely,
Jess Lambert

Math Tutorial
This class is designed like a college tutorial class, where students should come prepared with math questions
and Mrs. Lambert will work with them one on one on things they are having issues with.  There is no
designated curriculum for this class.  She will work around the room so everyone gets attention and the class
will be kept small so there is time for everyone.  Students should bring all math materials to class and be
prepared; there will be no group or general instruction.

Mrs. Lambert majored in chemical engineering at Notre Dame and then went on to get her Masters in Education.  She
taught math and science at the high school level for three years before staying home with her kids.  She has since
tutored all levels of high school math and science on and off and has been homeschooling for 5 years.

Supervised Study Hall
This will be time for students to work on assignments for their other homeschool or Campion Hall classes.
Mrs. Lambert will oversee the students while she is teaching her math tutorial, but they will be expected to
silently work on their own tasks.  Tutoring will not be provided and they will not be released until the class
period is over.

Option 1: Latin & Math Tutorial
Option 2: Study Hall & Math Tutorial
Option 3: Latin & Study Hall

https://www.memoriapress.com/curriculum/latin/first-form-latin/


Sacred Music I and Sacred Music II: 6th-12th grade, Samuel Sentmanat
Samuel grew up homeschooled where a love of music and art was fostered early on. He began studies on the violin at
ten years old and became heavily invested in music of the renaissance and medieval era throughout his teenage years.
While attending the University of St. Thomas, Samuel worked closely with Mr. Edward Lawrence, retired Houston
Ballet violist and teacher. Over the last decade Samuel has enjoyed the opportunity to teach string instruments, general
music and choir for all grades, direct church choral music and performances. Over the years he has maintained a
fascination with  the ways music gives expression to meaning and its influence on culture. He is a father to three young
children. samuel.sentmanat@gmail.com

Sacred Music 1 2023-24
-Beauty and Meaning-
A broad-overview class designed to introduce students to the music and ideas that have influenced western
culture. This class is accompanied by a choral component that fosters sight-singing, ear training, and
performance.

Sacred Music 2 2023-24 (Secondary Class) prerequisite: Sacred Music 1
-Inspiration of the Divine-
Further study of the direct impact of the Christian ethos on musical expression with a particular focus on the
music of the medieval and renaissance eras. This class is also accompanied by a choral component that
continues to foster sight-singing, ear training, and performance.

Ancient Rome, Medieval History: Tomas Diaz
Tomas Diaz has 10+ years of experience in homeschool education, offering courses in history, philosophy, theology,
and creative writing. In 2010, he graduated with a BA in Theology from the University of St. Thomas, and in 2012
from St. Mary's Seminary with a Master's in Theological Studies. He is an avid reader of science fiction and dabbles in
web development.

Ancient Rome 6th-8th grade
History of Ancient Rome will cover the time periods of Rome’s rise from its mythological founding circa
800 BC, through its extended Republican and Imperial periods, until its fall in the west circa 500 AD.
Students will be able to outline the history of the city and its empire, identify specific persons and dates of
importance to the city, identify the geography of Italy, Europe, and the Mediterranean, and be equipped to
conduct further study both in Roman History and in its influence upon the Western World.
Materials: Text book list coming soon

Medieval History 9th-12th grade
A reading and writing intensive class on the history of Medieval Europe with special emphasis on England
and Spain. Students will read texts of a historical nature as well as texts of a literary nature on historical
themes. Effort will be made to see the history of the period in a religious light, culminating in comparisons of
Catholic Middle Ages with the Protestant Reformation which followed.
Materials: Text book list coming soon

mailto:samuel.sentmanat@gmail.com
mailto:samuel.sentmanat@gmail.com


Elementary and Secondary Drama: Traci Sentmanat
After studying drama and phenomenological psychology at the University of Dallas, Traci received a B.A. degree in
English with a certification in secondary education at Sam Houston State University. While homeschooling her
children for 27 years, Traci taught acting and theater for homeschool groups and at Holy House Academy. Traci has
taught the Theater classes at Campion Hall for the past two years, where she has directed; A Midsummer Night’s
Dream and Macbeth. tsentmanat@gmail.com

Elementary Drama (3rd-5th) 2023-24 “Shakespeare in Story”
An introduction to the stories of Shakespeare in improv and poetry recitation; followed by the Elementary

Shakespeare play at the end of the school year.

Theater 2 (9th-12th) 2023-24 (After registering, Mrs. Sentmanat will send out information via Flocknote;
about interviews pertaining to the class. In the interview she will give dates for additional rehearsals and the
projected performance dates. )
“Shakespeare in Performance”

An intensive study of Shakespeare’s plays within the context of History, Story and Classical Acting. This
class begins and ends with Campion Hall Shakespeare Theater Productions performances.

Theater 1, Middle 6th-8th: Olivia Schmidt
Olivia Schmidt is a graduate student studying for a Master's of Theology degree from Holy Apostles College
and Seminary. She worked as the director of high school theater at Holy House Academy 2019-2022 and
has provided Summer Drama classes to Campion Hall for students looking to learn more about theater
performance and production.

Theater 1 2023-24
“Shakespeare in Words”

A study in linguistics, rhythm and meaning found within Shakespeare’s plays; followed by the
presentation of the Theater 1 Shakespeare play at the end of the school year.
Students will be provided the opportunity to increase their knowledge and proficiency in both theater
performance and theater production. The course will consist in both instruction and rehearsal of selected
material to conclude at the end of the school year with a class performance. Students will study monologues,
scenes, and other acting tools with the intention of cultivating an admiration for the beauty and Truth
contained in excellent written works of drama as well as an admiration for the beauty and Truth contained
within the art of acting onstage.

mailto:tsentmanat@gmail.com

